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revelation). If any important case comes before him, he
refers to the Moslim judges, and lets them decide after the
law of the Islam.
" There is no other king in these parts who has paid
troops, except the king of the Khazars. Every Moslim has
there the name Larisian, (although he may not be of this
nation,) and it is even extended to such Russians and Scla-
vonians as serve in the (standing) army or household of the
king ; although they are pagans as we have said. But there
are many Moslims in this kingdom besides the Larisians ;
they are artisans, tradespeople, and merchants, who have
been attracted by the justice and security (of persons and
property) afforded by the government. They have a great
public mosque, the Minaret of which rises above the royal
palace ; and several private mosques, where children are
instructed in reading the Koran. If the Moslims and
Christians, who are there, agree, the king has no power over
them.
" El-Mas'udi says, What we have said does not refer to
the king of the Khazars himself, but we mean the Khakan
(Major domus) ; for there is a king in the country of the
Khazars, besides the Khakan. He is shut up in his palace :
he never makes a public procession, nor does he show
himself to the nobility or the people, and he never goes out
from his palace. His person is sacred, but he has nothing
to do with the affairs of the state, either to command or forbid.
Everything is administered by the Khakan for the king, who
lives with him in the same palace. If a drought, or any
other misfortune, befalls the country of the Khazars, or if a
war or any other accident happens to them, the lower and
higher classes of the nation run to the king, and say, * The
administration of this Khakan brings misfortune upon us :
put him to death, or deliver him to us, that we may kill him.*
Sometimes he delivers him to them, and they put him to
death ; at other times he takes charge himself of the execu-
tion ; and sometimes he has pity on" him, protects him, and
sets him free without doing him any harm, although he
might have deserved it. I do not know whether this institu-
tion dates from ancient times, or whether it has been recently
introduced. The Khakan is chosen from among the nobility